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Thursday 28th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope everyone is safe and well when you receive this newsletter?  
 
Yesterday, against the backdrop of the spread across the country of new Corona Virus variants, infection 
rates which are nationally only falling slowly during a lockdown period and continued extreme pressure on 
the NHS, the Prime Minster announced that schools would not return until at least 8th March. Although this 
is very difficult news for many families, the aim is to continue to break the chains of transmission by only 
having in school those children of critical workers who absolutely must access provision because they are 
unable to support children at home to learn remotely. As a result of this announcement, there are a 
number of measures I want to outline which school has already taken or will take to support those families 
working incredibly hard with remote learning and a pause for thought for families of critical workers 
currently accessing provision. 
 
School provision of remote learning 
 
Our offer of remote learning is constantly under evaluation and we will aim to respond in ways that best 
support the greatest numbers of families engaging in home learning. Firstly, by next Friday, provision from 
each class on Fridays will look different to other days. We recognise that this is an important day to release 
some of the pressure on families and where children are finding it hardest to remain fully engaged. 
Activities on Fridays will become shorter than other days and there will be an attempt to provide some 
activities which aren’t based on learning from a screen. As well as this, class staff will use a range of 
measures to further support the children’s engagement with personal messaging from the staff in the 
classroom direct to the children learning at home to let them know what a wonderful job they are doing as 
well as how families are working tirelessly to do their best for their children.  In addition, I will send 
personal video messages to a child and their family from each class, most weeks which the staff in class 
considers to be a learning hero. This could be a child in school or someone who is engaging in remote 
learning. Finally, we are going to begin trials in Year 6 and Year 2 shortly to further promote direct daily 
engagement with year group staff and children learning at home to enable the children learning remotely 
to have a clearer understanding of their learning successes and have more contact with year group staff. I 
will send a separate letter to Y6 and Y2 parents in good time before these trials begin. If they are 
successful, then we will roll them out more broadly to further groups of children learning at home.  
 
School places 
 
As I outlined in the first paragraph, the national picture in terms of the virus is yet to improve radically 
despite there being over four weeks of national lockdown. This means we still need to work hard to break 
the chains of transmission and continue to keep school numbers low in our school and more broadly across 
the country. There will be many families of critical workers who have accessed provision who still have no 
alternative to this and therefore must continue to have a school place. However, if there is anyone in this 
group whose circumstances have changed, please contact me via the school telephone number of 01709 
760471 or via email at school@wce.jmat.org.uk so that children of critical workers currently on the waiting 
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list can have an opportunity to access provision. We will continue to hold a waiting list through this period 
but unfortunately I can’t say that this offers a guarantee of places.  
 
National Assessments and Dates 
 
Due to the unique and challenging nature of the last academic year and this one, all further primary 
national testing has been cancelled this year. This means Y6 and Y2 SATs as well as the Y4 multiplication 
assessment and Y1 phonics screening won’t take place. School will be closed to all children during February 
half-term between Monday 15th  
 
February 2021 and Friday 19th February 2021 in line with national announcements from the Department of 
Education. The children of critical workers and vulnerable children with places will be able to return from 
Monday 22nd of February.  
 
Thank you for your continued support through this difficult period and we will continue to offer what we 
believe to be the most appropriate support for families accessing in school provision and those learning at 
home. Remember, you are all doing amazing work whether this is as a critical worker or juggling remote 
learning with the other commitments you have. The children and yourselves are all amazing and are doing 
more than your best.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Paul Beevor 
Headteacher 


