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Friday 2nd October 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I am writing to you to outline some curriculum changes for after the half-term break and some further developments 
in reading, as well as some practical aspects of next week and beyond.  
 
Curriculum 
 
Since September, the pupils and staff have been engaging in a recovery curriculum which aims, through PHSE, to 
rebuild the losses of the period before school return. This has been combined with a full range of core subjects of 
reading, writing and maths. We have deliberately left more space in the timetable so that staff can talk to children in 
a proactive and reactive way about their experiences of Covid-19 and also so that children have time to adjust to the 
routines of school life again. Now these routines have been established and process of recovery has proceeded well, 
we are going to introduce more subjects after the half term break to join the core subjects, RE, PHSE, art and PE. The 
subjects will be science and history. Please look out for the children’s learning in these areas on class story.  
 
 
Further reading update  
 
Reading is the core of our curriculum and it was lovely to update you with the initial changes we are making to 
promote a love of reading last week. There are further changes from this week and these are described below: 
 

 Each year group is appointing a reading champion this week which will be a member of the year group 
teaching staff. They will support other staff with the promotion or reading and good alternative choices for 
children interested in a particular author or type of story. Also, they will provide information to parents 
through the year group class story of the children’s books they are reading and what they have enjoyed. I 
have already started this on class story at a whole school level and have been delighted by the response in 
comments from families so far.  

 Headteacher recommends will continue but in a different way to reward children who are showing a positive 
attitude towards reading in school or at home. One child per class will be able to borrow a book from my 
library for up to a month and share this with their family at home. The first choices will be during week 
commencing 12.10.20.  

 
School photographs 
 
Foundation Stage and KS1 individual photographs will take place next week. F1 afternoons and F2 will take place on 
Monday afternoon.  F1 mornings, Year 1 and Year 2 will take place on Tuesday. The photographer will maintain 
social distancing and observe our Covid secure protocols for visitors during his time in school. The children will be 
stood up for these individual photographs. We will confirm a date for KS2 photographs shortly and update families.  
Please note sibling photos will not be possible on this occasion due to restrictions with bubbles. You can contact the 
photographer Steve Cooper directly on 07903 269777 to arrange sibling photographs at Montgomery Hall. This is by 
appointment only and at the same price as school photographs. 
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Social distancing on the school site 
 
As we now have a set routine for the beginning and end of the day, social distancing during this period will now be 
easier. Please continue to observe the following protocols: 
 

 One family member picking up children from the playgrounds to limit the number of adults on the school 
site.  

 Arriving as near to your drop-up or pick-up time as possible to avoid unnecessary waiting.  

 Staying 2 metres or more away from people outside your family group.  

 Parents to keep children next to them at all times whilst waiting to go into school. 
 
As I have outlined before, these measures are constantly under review. We are currently exploring markings in 
waiting areas to show appropriate social distancing, as well as other considerations. Thank you for your continued 
support. Next week, I will give full details of arrangements for telephone parents’ sessions after October half-term.  
 
If you have any questions about the information in the newsletter, please contact me via the school office.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
Paul Beevor 
Headteacher 
 
 


